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stormier sea, where more commanding qualities than he had yet been called upon to show were
essential for a statesman. Up to this point he had been in a state of comparative political freedom; he was as yet unbound by troublesome party ties, his action was still unfettered by the necessity of aiming at definite political objects, and of considering personal idiosyncrasies either of colleagues or of his sovereign. His keen perception of political currents, his common sense, his dislike of extreme courses, had hitherto been actually advantageous to him, though in later years these same qualities tended to his weakness,
The first period of Harley's life, as we have seen, ends with the century. Hitherto he has been steadily pursuing a parliamentary career, and he has been noticeable as one of an active, intelligent, and influential family, keenly interested both in the affairs of the nation and of his country, one of a family group, with each member of which he was and always remained on friendly and affectionate terms, and every one of whom always delighted in his                  and sympathised with
him in his trials. Up to this date his father anil his brother Edward/ who in a useful public life
1 Edward Harlcy, 1664-1735, a member of the Middle Temple* M.I'*, for Leominster 169^1723,    In 1702 he        appointed Auditor
of the Imprest for life* He wrote some works on religious ttubje**t3, and took art active and practical interest in charitable schemes both in London and in Herefordshire.